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In Defense Of Animals Applauds Boulder District Attorney For
Charging Elk Killers
Boulder, Colo. (January 18, 2013) - In Defense of Animals (IDA), an international
animal protection organization with over 100,000 supporters including 4,000 in
Colorado, is expressing cautious optimism at today’s announcement from the Boulder
District Attorney’s Office concerning the January 1 killing of the elk known as Big Boy.
Boulder District Attorney Stan Garnett announced today that two Boulder police officers,
Sam Carter and Brent Curnow, face multiple felony and misdemeanor charges in
connection with the elk’s death, including unlawful taking of an elk, attempting to
influence a public official, forgery, conspiracy, and official misconduct.
“We are thrilled that District Attorney Garnett is handling this case with the seriousness
it deserves, and we thank him and his office for conducting a thorough investigation,”
said Rita Anderson, IDA’s Policy and Investigations Specialist who is based in Boulder.
“And we are grateful for the more than 17,000 emails sent by IDA supporters
demanding justice for Big Boy. The citizens of Colorado and the entire country stood up
for the right of wildlife to share this planet with us, and today it appears that our outcry
has been heard.”
The elk, a friendly neighborhood fixture who was cherished and adored by the
community, was killed under still uncertain circumstances on New Year’s Day. Following
the killing, there was a candlelight vigil and a silent walking vigil by citizens to remember
the elk. The elk had been a neighborhood fixture in the Mapleton area for 3-4 years and
was frequently seen walking silently through yards, stopping to munch on bushes. He
was much loved by all who knew him and was not known to be aggressive. One
neighbor said not only did the neighbors think of the elk as a friend, he felt the elk
thought of them as friends.
IDA did express disappointment that the charges did not include felony animal cruelty
charges. “IDA maintains that the killing of Big Boy, also known as the Mapleton Elk, did
merit felony animal cruelty charges, and we will continue to urge Boulder officials to add
such charges,” said Anderson. “But other than that, we are very happy with today’s
announcement. This is a victory for wildlife and for people who care about animals.”
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In Defense of Animals is an international animal protection organization located in San Rafael,
Calif. dedicated to protecting animals’ rights, welfare, and habitat through education, outreach,
and our hands-on rescue facilities in India, Africa, and rural Mississippi.
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